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1997
CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION 
ENTERS INTO FORCE

193
NATIONS COMMITTED 

TO THE CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS CONVENTION
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EXAMPLES
Chlorine
Phosgene

CHOKING
AGENTS
Attacks lung tissue when inhaled, 
leading to respiratory failure. 
Cause severe, often permanent, 
lung damage, or death.

EXAMPLES
Sarin
VX

NERVE
AGENTS
Disrupts nerve cells from sending 
signals to organs and muscles, 
causing convulsions, paralysis, and 
respiratoryfailure. Highly lethal.

BLOOD 
AGENTS
Some types cause red blood cells 

EXAMPLES to burst, while others disrupt blood
Hydrogen cells’ ability to process oxygen.
Cyanide Often fatal.

EXAMPLES
Mustard
Lewisite

BLISTER
AGENTS
Cause burns or severe blisters on 
the skin, eyes, and lungs, as well as 
possible airway irritation. Not 
typically fatal, but neurological 
effects or a blocked airway can 
cause death.
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2013

SYRIA
joins the Chemical 

Weapons Convention
Fact-Finding
Bngmng^ effort to investigate 

systematic use of toxic 
chemicals as weapons in Syria

1300
Metric tonnes of chemical 
agent declared by Syria 
verifiably destroyed

OPCW Technical Assistance visits 
Reports confirmed UK findings 
Same chemical used in both incidents



15/02/2019

Condemning the use of chemical weapons b; 
anyone, under any circumstances Tfcfllj

MEMBER-STATES

VOTED
;: To identify the perpetrators of 

the use of chemical weapons
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Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

Organisation pour I'interdiction des armes chimiques
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Organization para la Prohibicion de las Armas Quimicas
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